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I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 

1X1 me description: 

pages 1 -4,6-2 1 

pages 

pages 5 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 1 8 September 2000(18.09.2000) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-11,13-17 



, as originally filed 



, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



12 



filed with the letter of 18 September 2000 (18.09.2000) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1,2 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 



3. 



With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 I I ThiS report nas been estaDMSned 35 if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
I — I beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-17 



1-17 



1-17 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
Document 1: 



JP, 4-356167, A (Misao Nakajima), December 9, 
1992 (09.12.92) , Claim 1 

JP, 7-227208, A (Korea Advanced Inst, of Sci. 
Technol.), August 29, 1995 (29.08.95), Claims 
1 and 2 & KR, 9709912, B 

JP, 10-117712, A (Sanwa Kosan K.K.), May 12, 
1998 (12.05.98), Claims 1 and 2 
JP, 2-100644, A (Snow Brand Milk Products 
Co., Ltd.), April 12, 1990 (12.04.90), Claims 
1 and 2 

JP, 64-37265, A (Nihon Shokuhin Kako Ltd.), 
February 7, 1989 (07.02.89), claims; page 2, 
lower left column 

JP, 64-20064, A (Kikkoman Corporation), 
January 24, 1989 (24.01.89), claims 
JP, 52-98154, A (Nisshin Flour Milling Co., 
Ltd.), August 17, 1977 (17.08.77), claims 
JP, 55-61776, A (Nisshin Flour Milling Co., 
Ltd.), May 9, 1980 (09.05.80), claims; page 
2, upper left column to upper right column; 
Embodiment 1 

JP, 54-11258, A (Nisshin Flour Milling Co., 
Ltd.), January 27, 1979 (27.01.79), claims 
Document 10: JP; 2803853, B2 (Nisshin Flour Milling Co., 



Document 2 : 



Document 3 



Document 4 



Document 5 ; 



Document 6 ; 



Document 7 ; 



Document 8 : 



Document 9 ; 
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Ltd.), July 17, 1998 (17.07.98), Claim 1 and 
Column 4 

Document 11: JP, 62-244318, A (Nihon Shokuhin Kako Ltd.), 

October 24, 1987 (24.10.87), see Claim 3 
Document 12: JP, 5-246417, A (Nissei K.K.), September 24, 

1993 (24.09.93), [0009] 
Document 13: US, 5591491, A (Nissei K.K.), January 7, 1997 

(07.01.97) , Column 6 (2) 
Document 14: JP, 9-111003, A (Fuji Seikan K.K.), April 28, 

1997 (28.04.97), claims and [0009] 



Claims 1 to 15 

The invention disclosed in Claims 1 to 15 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of Documents 1 to 
10. 

Document 1 discloses the feature wherein raw bean curd 
refuse is dried and thereafter pulverised with a ball 
mill, etc., to make a raw material for food. 

Document 2 discloses the feature of manufacturing an 
alternative powdered milk by pulverising soybean lees 
using a jet mill. 

Document 3 discloses the feature of manufacturing a 
dietary fibre by crushing grain testae (see Claim 1) . 
Moreover, the testae of corn, wheat, soybeans and rice are 
given as the types of grain testae (see Claim 2) . 

Document 4 discloses a method for manufacturing a food 
fibre raw material by shearing and extracting rice bran or 
corn husks and discloses the use of a jet mill as a means 
to carry out the shearing and extraction process. 

Document 5 discloses the feature of manufacturing a 
food fibre raw material by pulverising the lees from types 
of grain or types of beans and adding it to solid 
foodstuffs. Corn husks are given as those used in the 
preparation of the lees from types of grain and husks of 
soybeans or azuki beans are given as those used in the 
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preparation of lees from types of bean (see page 2, lower 
left column, 8 lines from the bottom to 4 lines from the 
bottom) . 

Document 6 discloses the feature of pulverising rice 
lees, making it into a powder and using it as a food 
ingredient . 

Document 7 discloses the feature wherein the oil and 
fat contents are removed from the embryo obtained in a 
flour milling process, the resulting section is pulverised 
in an impact pulveriser and the powdered material is 
combed through and separated. 

Documents 8 to 10 disclose the feature wherein a grain 
powder is pulverised by means of a pulveriser that uses 
high-speed compressed air and thereafter the powder is 
classified into specific grain size classifications using 
wind selection. Since Documents 1 to 10 belong to the same 
technical field of preparing grain powder, it would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art to use the devices 
disclosed in Documents 8 to 10 to pulverise and to select 
through wind selection powder which falls within a desired 
grain size with the inventions disclosed in Documents 1 to 
7. 



Claim 16 

The invention disclosed in Claim 16 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of Documents 1 to 11. 

Document 11 discloses the use of a corn steep liquor 
powder having fibres selected from soybean bran, wheat 
bran, tofu refuse or azuki bean lees mixed therein in a 
culture medium for micro-organisms. It would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to use the devices disclosed in 
Documents 8 to 10 to pulverise and to select through wind 
selection powder which falls within a desired grain size 
with the inventions disclosed in Documents 1 to 7 and to 
add the selected grains to a culture medium taking into 
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account the feature of Document 11 



Claim 17 

The invention disclosed in Claim 17 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of Documents 1 to 14. 

Documents 12 to 14 disclose the feature of 
manufacturing a food container using a raw material 
containing soybean powder or wheat powder. 

It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
use the devices disclosed in Documents 8 to 10 to 
pulverise and to select through wind selection powder 
which falls within a desired grain size with the 
inventions disclosed in Documents 1 to 7 and to use the 
powder in the manufacture of a food container taking into 
account the features of Documents 12 to 14. 
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Room 317 
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03 February 2000 (03.02.00) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PCT-AB99030 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP99/06159 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
05 November 1999 (05.11.99) 


International publication date (day/month/year) 
Not yet published 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

05 November 1998 (05.11.98) 


Applicant 

AJINOMOTO CO., INC. et al 



1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NFT appear in the right-hand column) by the 
International Bureau of the priority document(s) relating to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt, or by the letters "MR", in the right-hand column, the priority 
document concerned was submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 1 7.1 (a) or (b). 

2. This updates end .epiac&i any prev.uuuiy issued iiotiiicaiiori concerning suomission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3. An asterisk!*) appearing next to a date of receipt in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 17.1 (a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1 (c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

4. The letters "NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 

Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 
as provided by Rule 1 7.1 (a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 1 7.1 (c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 
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or pCT receiving Qffice of priority document 
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Funabashi-shi 
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Date of mailing (day/mo nth/year) 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. International filing date (day/month/year) Priority date (day/month/year) 

PCT/JP99/06159 05 November 1999 (05.11.99) 05 November 1998 (05.11.98) 


Applicant 

AJINOMOTO CO., INC. etal 



1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

CN,JP,US 

In accordance with Rule 47.1(c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Offtce(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

BR,EP 

The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice Is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
18 May 2000 (18.05.00) under No. WO 00/27222 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 

date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 1 9-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/l 67301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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